IS    POLAND    LOST?

report sent to Napoleon, which stated that the
Polish losses amounted to 2,000 men, the popula-
tion of Danzig was described as Polish. (To-day,
in September 1939, we are filled with admiratior
for the handful of Poles who so heroically defended
the Westerplatte, near Danzig, on a small island
in the estuary of the Vistula, against all the might
of the Nazi Empire.)

However, soon after this, following upon the
decisive victory at Friedland, Napoleon and
Alexander of Russia came to an understanding at
Tilsit, The re-building of a strong Poland was
frustrated by the resistance of the Tsar and the
compromise which was arrived at resulted in the
constitution of a small Duchy of Warsaw, without
Western Prussia and without Danzig. As to Danzig,
the city, with an area of two miles, was, by the
treaties of Tilsit in July 1807, declared to be an
independent entity, i.e. a Free City, with free
shipping on the Vistula. In December 1807, by
an agreement made between Danzig and Prussia,
a rectification of frontiers was carried out, nomin-
ally under a Prasso- Saxon-Warsovian guarantee.
Actually, however, Danzig now came under the
immediate power of Napoleon, whose marble bust
now replaced that of Frederick William in the
Rathaus or Town Hall. A French Governor,
General Rapp, was appointed to rule the city,
and also a permanent French Resident. His name
was Mesias! The city was garrisoned by two
PoB$h infantry regiments from the Duchy of
Warsaw*
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